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A REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE RELEVANT TO THE PROBLEM OF 
PURPOSEFUL READING AND COMPREHENSION REVEALS THE NEED TO HELP 
CHILDREN ESTABLISH A MENTAL SET OR PURPOSEFUL ATTITUDE PRIOR 
TO READING. TO EVALUATE A THOUGHT-DIRECTING QUESTION AS A 
PURPOSE PRIOR TO READING AT DIFFERENT LEVELS OF DIFFICULTY, 

279 SIXTH GRADERS FROM THREE SCHOOLS IN HAMMOND, INDIANA, 

WERE RANDOMLY ASSIGNED TO AN EXPERIMENTAL AND A CONTROL 
GROUP. BOTH GROUPS WERE SUBDIVIDED INTO ABOVE-AVERAGE 
READERS. AVERAGE READERS, AND BELOW-AVERAGE READERS ON THE 
BASIS OF SCORES DN THE IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS. BOTH 
GROUPS ALSO READ AN ARTICLE FROM "JUNIOR SCHOLASTIC 
MAGAZINE." THE EXPERIMENTAL GROUP WAS GIVEN A BROAD 
thought-directing question before reading THE SELECTION, 

WHILE THE CONTROL GROUP WAS TOLD THAT THERE WOULD BE 
QUESTIONS AFTER THEY HAD READ THE SELECTION. A FOLLOWUP TEST 
OF 10 MULTIPLE-CHOICE ITEMS WAS GIVEN TO BOTH GROUPS. AN 
ANALYSIS OF TEST RESULTS SHOWED THAT A BROAD 
THOUGHT-DIRECTING QUESTION WAS OF SPECIAL VALUE IN 
COMPREHENDING MATERIAL THAT APPROXIMATED THE READING LEVEL OF 
THE READER, BUT WAS NOT VALUABLE WHEN THE MATERIAL WAS TO 
DIFFICULT OR TOO EASY FOR THE READER. THIS PAPER WAS 
PRESENTED AT THE INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

(SEATTLE. MAY 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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Althou^ tha litaratura B^arallp aupporto tha practiea 
of astabliahing a piarpoaa haf ora raadiag» conparatioalp fan 



SoM of tha atadiaa which hawa l^an eondaetad prorlda onip 



partial support • Dh^aationablpt it is haliarad bp noot 
writara in tha fiald that it is hitfilp iaportant for tha 
raadar to astablish a parposa for raad ing - bafora ha basins to 
raad* Idacators hava long insistad that propar notivation and 
■ind-sat ara infiuantial factors in laaming* In asqprassing 
this point of Tiaw Sehabart stataa* "Too naap stadants ara 
looking for Mthing whan thap raad, and and up with it. 8 aah 
and thou shalt find saaas to ba apropoa." (j^ 
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stadias hara baan dona In an attaB^ support this praHiea 
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Hearly twenty jMirt mgo Gxmj d®#l*r#4. •▼•ry ixttl# hM 
H«fi don« to dotomlfio tho yottorai of ^Idasoo tliot ore soot 
•ff.otlT. In r..din« for dlffarmt pvrpwM.* (1) ■■p.rl.*! 
•Tldonco r.l*t.d to tho o.UUUtB.Bt of pur»o... ond th. 

■oat off.otlTe Mona of orMtlng an approprUt. alnd-aat aaeag 

ohildron. noodo to bo ooBpllod* 

OHorootlon ond imuiry roTool that aonj oollog* ond 
uBlTortlty frootaoB hovo now loornod to ootoblloh o porodoo 
for roodlas othor thon tho ohollow rurpooo of roodin* to too 
«hot lo lold. Hoot otndonti of thU typo oro noroly pwllut 
ond rood vithoat oookins nndorotondins. Thoy roollto thot 
thoy oro ozpoetod to do tho roodlno# ond in tholr my thoy do 
00 . Tholr offorto# horror* onount only to hoplnc thot thoy 
nndorotond. but do not oonotitnto ronl of fort to. nsdorstoad* 
Shoroo (j) roportod o otndj In KlononUry fcgUitl ^ 
which ho found thot pupllo nood holp In rocosnlflng tho 
roqulrononto of roodli^ ond nood prootloo In odjudtlno tholr 
rooding rotos ond toohnlquoo to tholr purpoooo. Mhllo Shoroo 
woo prloorlly ooncemod with rooding for dlfforont purpoooo. 
ond oo Croy kg) hod ouggootodf oloo rooonnondod eorrylng ont 
ooporlool ond onolytiool otudloo of whot 1« ^ 

obllity to rood for rdrlouB purpoooo. 

In on eorllor otudy. lolnoo (2> nood odUooo atudonto In 
on fffort to dotorolno tho oonprohonolon IotoIo of rooding 
whon guidod by quootlono. oo oppoood to ooroful rooding ond 
roroodlng without quootlono. Tho rooulto of hor otudy Indl 
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that guldlns quaatlona • Igntf 1 taiitly Ib*t**m 4 raadlm 
ability In both iModlata aa« «»Uy«« paoaU at tha aawafi 
to the quoatlona uaad. Thapt aaa na loaa In dalayed raadll 

* i 

of Antw#rf to supploBontsFy %uo®tlOiii# 

In • 1927 atudy Olatadt atadylm a croap af alxth-gnadt 
yaplla. concluded that. 'If tl» pnTVoaa la to aaaauro tha 
lanedUta recall on tho aatlM aeataaf of a oaleotlon aftW 
a ilngle readla*. It =»aara danbMtt another a aldo oarlatr 
of purpooea for roadli«. dlraotlag attantlcn to the oeatast. 
oan ba Jdatlflad In alaa of thp wlatlaaly largo aaeant af 
tlM raqulrad for raadlng.^ « furthar ocnoludad. hoaaaar. 
that It la aaluabla to road with a probloa or qaeatlona U 
•ind. When definite infaraatUBa la daaliod. and rt«an tiaia 
need, "directed typeo of reading are intrlneleally worth* 
while in that they dewelop hablta of raadlng effectlwely for 
different purpooea." (1) flnltar and goColl«M«h (2) daflaa 
the efficient reader ae one who oMprehenda Juat what la 
required by whatewer purpoea ha haa In reading, rather than 

the one who oonprehonda the noat datalla. 

In working with a gronp of eOllogo atudonta. Lotaan (i) 
found that when the atudenta ware naked to road for eoaplota . 
Matery of a paaaago. alortaoaii waa angandarad aboro nenaX* 

Be aald that aueh a nantal aat nada the reader oapable of 
reading with greater oonprohanelon and apead. Thla etadp 
gwena to atteat to tha Inportaiiaa af tha nantal aat cr 
purpoaeful attitude upon tha part of the reader, the pmbla* 
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in pnrt, th*n, m«m to *• on* *f iMlplnf *lillto«B ••UtiUh 
• nontal tot bofor* thoy tegln tholP r**«lBf olthor In tho 
content ar«as or In r#cr#ntlonnl r«ndlnf* 



Purpont of tht State 

Tho piipposo of thlo ftnte ooo to aoko on opppolool of 
the TBlu# of proTldlng pupil* with • hPO*d «*n*r*l thought- 
dlreetlng que*tlon prior to roodlng ot dlfforont level* *f 
dlfflsulty. In oth*r word*. uh*t I* th* vulu* of • brort 
thought-directing queetlon to th* nbov* nvarug* r**d*r, th* 
•▼*ing* r**d*r, *nd th* below uverago r*ad*rt th* abov* 
UTerage reader »a* oon*ld*r*d t« be on* who read nor* than 
a year above hi* grad* plaeeMntt the average raader. on* who 
read on a level within a rang* of on* year below and one year 
above hi* grade plaoenenti and th* b*low average reader, on* 
who read nor* than a year below hi* grade ?lao**»nt» 



PeelgB o£ ^ 2£HflZ 

Thi* experlaenUl atufiy Involved 279 alrth-grado pupil* 
fre^ ten olaeerooa* In three different eohool* In Haaaond. 
Indiana. Th* children In eaeb olasaroo* had b**n gronp*d 
heterogeneouely. Through / raadoa aoleotlon of elaearoou. 
the pupil* In half of the alaearoon* In each eohool beoaa* the 
•ubjeets of th* expetlaental grMp (Croup A) while th# ohlldran 
In th* reaolnlng ela^roeu f«ra*d th* eentrol group (Croup •). 

Both Croup A end Croup B pupil* were further *ubdlvld*d 
Into above average reader*, average reader*, and below average 

a 
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rMtdtr* on the heeli of epprtelMte readlag Irreia. foiP tWli 

puppoee the Beading gubteat #f the iSBtk Xlt& St BltfiUli* 

Pora 2» was used* iB the faa oaaea ahepa the grade e^vlaallMftd 
•ooraa oould not be obUlnad. the puplle were eliBlnatgd ttm 
eenalderatlon in the gtndp. *ha braakdoim into the enbgrOMfO 
within Croupe A and B wne aeoaepliehod bp placing all pnpUg 
who road nore than one year below grade lewel into Sob*»Groap X« 
All Sub-Group I pupili had grado-equiwalent aooree of 5*1 « 
lower. Sub-Croup II pupili had grade-eQuiwalent eoorea which 
ranged fro* 5.2 through 7«1. All Sub»Group II pupiie aap be 
thou.,ht of ae those who were to read on a IotoI appreziaatiog 
their grade placement. Sub-Group 111 made up of pupiie 
reading well abowe the awerage. and who had earned a grade- 
equiwalent score of 7*2 or abowe on the test# 

As a result of grouping in thie nanher it was found that 
the mean grade -equiralents for Group A (6.7) and Group B (6*d) 
were oosiparable. Since the aean seoree showed that there was 
only one month difference between ttve aTcrage reading abilities 
of the members of the experimental greop and the control grewp 
used in the study, it was thought that th«.a# pupiie represented 
a good random sampling*^ 

The pupils in both groupe were asked to road ^^artiolo 
entitled. *^e Swiss Ccrenmiaat** whioh was taken from thp^ 
Junior Soholestic SmAAIBG* this article was 

judged to be appropriate for the aweragt aisth-grade pupil* 

Bach of the Terloue subgroups of Group A» the esperiaental 
group. M. glv.n • broad thought-dliwetlng cuMtlon prior to 
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rMdlng th« •rtlol*. n»j wr# lBfoi»«a that th«f »•» t® 
•nairar «<»i® que«tlon» ®ft®r th* rMdlnc. th® 'a'*** qw®«tl®« 
mai -III wJ«*t *®y® 1® 8wlt«®pUnd'® go®®Pm«®nt Uk® ®op om 
•nd In ®bat «sy® 1® It dlff®P®ntT* ITUr th® t®®t, t®n 

follow-ttp quettlon* of th® *«ltlpl® oh®l«® typ® w®p® gl®®h. 
Hh®r®®® th® pupil® in Op««P A »®p® «l*®« th® hP«®4 thought- 
dlP®otlne quoftlon b®fop® p®®dlng. th® ohHdr®B 1 b Oronp 0 
w®r« told only th®t th®y would he •®tt®d t® ®n®w®p th® qtt®»tloiio 

sftor th® reudlnc. 

The »e®n scop® on th® nultlple-oholo® t®®t w®« ohtelnaA 
for ®®oh sub-group of Group® A ®Bd ». Aftor neklng • oon- 
parlaon of th® eub-group n®®B ®o«r®®f th® tot®l ®oor®« for 
Croup® A ®nd B w®r® o«»p®r®4» 

An«lr»li sL an SsOt 

In oienlnlng th® d®t® obt®ln®d fron thl® ®tudy It wn® 
found thnt the b®®b of th® ®oor®® on th® t®*t for th® ®x- 
perlnent®! group waa ®lx point® higher th®n th® n®®n of th® 
aeora® for th® oontrol group. Ex®*ln®tlon of the n®®n eoore® 
fron the three ®ep®rut® aohool® InTolred In th® study ®how®d 
a consistent pattern of Inereased oonprohenalon for the pupil® 
In the experlnenUl groqp. the t-teet wn® then applied In an 
ahtanpt to aaoertaln nhathar ®r not th® dlfferenoe® In the 
nean of th® two group® wn® etntlstloally algnlflaant. Upon 
th® application of thl® tost It na® found that thl® dlffaren®® 
wa® significant at a laral axoaedlng tha flra par cant l®r®l 
Of oonfldenct* 
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Bnalnatlon of th* data for rab-croap I of Croup A. 
the poorest readers, reveals that thaaa pupils not only dlA 
not laprora In eeaprehanslaa ultsn prsMBtad wl«» the tread 
thought-directing question. t«t astually did net eoivrshsai as 
well. The fact that these pupils protably ware reading an 

the frustration level nay well to of soae particular slgnifio 
caaoo In this Instance. 

A eoaparlson of the data froa sub-groups II of bMh trsaiia 
A and B reveals that there mis a asaa dlfferanee of elevea 
points In favor of the azporlaantal so^greup. These groups 
^•Pt****>* the average readers for when sixth grade naterlal Is 
very likely on their Instruet&onal level. . These two sub-graups 
represented the largeat of the population groups. Hben the 
t-test was applied to the eleven point difference In the aean 
perfomance, the resulte Indleated a significant dlfferenee at 
the two per cent level of ecnfldenee. Thle seens to attest to 
the value of the thought-directing -question when aaterUl Is 
at an average level of dlffleulty. 

dnalyals of the results of testing sub-groups III, the 
above average readers, reveals that tha difference between the 
nean perfomance of the experlaental sul^gronp and the eontrel 
sub-group was «mly three points, with the difference faverli« 

the experlaental group. This dlfferenee was not slgnlfleaat at 
ths five per cent level. 

Since the sub-group HI pupils were able to read sore 
than a year above the level of dlffleulty of the naterUl 
read. It Is llkaly that this naterlal was easy enough to bs 
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rafnrred to as indepasdmt nnt«rJnl» 

i\TTTT^ £QA SsSifilHllSM 

A thoughtful anolyoli of tho roiulti of th# teat ■••■a 
to indiooto that In gonoral a troad thought^dlrootlng quaatioa 
bafora raading la of Talua aa far aa ooagrahanaloo la ooii* 
oamad. But, aa was ahoim by aaw of tha aarllar atudloa* 
thara ara aoaa qualifying aondltlona# Apyarantly whan yaylla 
raad on an May laral, a laral aoiaa night daaorlba aa tha 
indapandant or fraa-raadlng laral, tha thonght-dlraatlng 
quastlon la of rary llttla ralua. In thla InaUnea. thaaa 
raadera probably formula ta thalr crnn for raadlng* 

Parhapa tha natarlal la Juat ao aaay that tha thought -dlraotlng 

quoatlon la ^uparSluoua* 

For pupils who raad natarlal at or naar thalr Inatruotlonal 
laral, a laral at which aona halp nay ba naadad (tha taaohlng 
laral) tha thought-diraotlng quastlon saanad to ba significantly 
raltiabla, ih^parantly tha thought-dlraatlng quastlon gars 
enough nlnd-sat to anabla tha pupils to oonprahand batter* 

It was qulta claar that thla group gitalnad battar oonprahanalan 
as a raault of tha quastlon* 

Tha pupils who raad wall balow tha laral of dlffloulty of 
tha natarlal to ba raad, war|^ nov. aldad In oonprahans Ion by 
tha prorislon of a thought-dlraatlng quastlon, Tha broad 
quaatlm appaarad ta affaot oanprahanalon adraraaly, Thla 
finding Is somewhat In llna with aarllar studies where a 
nunbar of questlona war# used, rather than a alngla broad 
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qa«stlon« It should bo roi.«iboPo4 thot theoo pupils 
probsUy wore rssdlng on the frustrstlon level, snd the 

question served only to odd to their iwfuslflo. 

In «n stteupt at a bread Interpretation of the f Indlnia 
of this study. It seeas that three discreet oonaluslons nay 

be drawn, naaelyi 

1. A broad thon^t-dlreotlng question nay not contribute 
significantly toward better ooaprehenslon when the aaterlal 

is of a low level of difficulty for the partloalar reader. 

2 , In general, the broad thought“dlreotlng question Is 

of value in eonprehending naterUl that Is near the instruotloMl 

level of difficulty far the reader. 

.3. When the naterUl to be read Is on the frustration 

level, a thought-directing queetlwi to give nlnd-set. Is of 
no Tnlue* 
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